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Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal

Information for Wedding Guests

We hope you thoroughly enjoy the unique experience of attending wedding celebrations at Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal. In order for the day to go as smoothly as possible for the happy couple and their guests we would like to help you plan ahead by providing you with some essential information in advance.

· Where are we?

Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal is situated 4 miles west of the historic city of Ripon, North Yorkshire, just off the B6265, 8 miles west of the A1.
The city of Leeds, served by the M1 and M62 motorways, is 27 miles away. York is 28 miles away. The elegant Victorian spa town of Harrogate is 12 miles away.

· Travel arrangements
Approximate travelling times by car from the nearest towns and cities (please allow more time in heavy traffic or bad weather):

Ripon – 10 mins.

Harrogate – 25 mins.

Leeds – 1hr 15 mins.

York – 1 hrs 20 mins.

For general public transport information call Traveline 0870 608 2608. For bus times from Ripon call 01423 526 655.

Nearest Rail Station: Harrogate, 12 miles. National Rail Enquiries http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ or tel. 08457 48 49 50
Nearest Airport: Leeds Bradford Airport, 24 miles. http://www.lbia.co.uk/
Transfer bus service from airport to Harrogate. http://www.bus2jet.com/ 
Local Taxi Firms:

Radio Cars, Ripon – tel. 01765 692999 or 01765 606860

Ripon City Taxis – tel. 01765 609 909

BlueLine, Harrogate – tel: 01423 530830 or 01423 503037
Private Hire Firms

MPV Travel – Luxury Private Hire, tel. 0800 781 4065

JP’s – Luxury Private Hire, tel. 01765 692 666

· Accommodation
Accommodation Bureau, Harrogate Tourist Information Centre, tel. 01423 537300 or visit www.enjoyharrogate.co.uk and browse their lists of Places to Stay.
· Car Parking at Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal
We ask that wedding guests use the main Visitor Centre car park. The West Gate car park is available for use by disabled guests and those with walking difficulties. We ask that other wedding guests refrain from using this car park unless having received prior permission from the Estate Office. The spaces in the West Gate car park are limited and must be available for use by disabled visitors.

· Coach Parking at Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal

Coach parking is only available in the Visitor Centre car park. The other estate car parks are inaccessible for coaches.

· Minibus parking at Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal

Minibus parking is provided primarily in the Visitor Centre Car Park. Minibuses may use the West Gate car park as a drop off and collection point only. 
Guests arriving by taxi may also use the West Gate car park as a drop off and collection drop.

· Access to Fountains Hall
Important note for disabled and less mobile guests: The Great Chamber is situated on the third floor of Fountains Hall, a Grade I listed Elizabethan mansion, and accessible only via a staircase. Please note the access to the lower entry level is also via stairs. Wheelchairs cannot be carried up the stairs due to the evacuation risk posed in the event of an emergency. 

For the same reason babies’ buggies, pushchairs and prams cannot be taken up to the Great Chamber. Very young children must be carried by an adult.
· Walking distances on the Estate

 A map of the Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal estate is enclosed to aid your navigation. Fountains Abbey & Studley Royal is a large outdoor estate. Please be aware there is a walk of approximately 10 minutes from the Visitor Centre to Fountains Hall which takes in steep inclines. The Abbey ruins are positioned 400 yards to the east of Fountains Hall across a grassed lawn. The walk from the Abbey to Studley Water Gardens takes approximately 20 minutes.
Outdoor coats and practical footwear are advised. If the weather is wet, please bring an umbrella.
· Confetti

Although we do not allow traditional paper confetti to be used at weddings, guests may use rose petals of white or ivory on this special occasion.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Have a wonderful day at this beautiful and historic estate!
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